CHAPTER   XV
1848—1849
Description of interior of house in the Rue Fortunee—rfLaMaratre"— Projected plays—" Le Faiseur"—Balzac seeks admission for the last time to the Academie Frau^aise—He returns to Wierzchownia —Failing health—Letters to his family—Family relations are strained.
DURING his stay in Paris, which lasted from February till the end of September, Balzac was careful not to admit any strangers to the mysterious little house in the Rue Fortunee. Even his trusted friends were only shown the magmncence of his residence with strict injunctions about secrecy, so afraid was he that the news of his supposed riches should reach the ears of his creditors. He was only the humble custodian, he said, of all these treasures. Nothing belonged to him ; he was poorer than ever, and was only taking charge of the house for a friend. This was difficult to believe, and his acquaintances, who had always been sceptical about his debts, laughed, and said to his delight, yet annoyance, that he was in reality a millionaire, and that he kept his fortune in old stockings.
Theophile Gautier, after remarking how difficult it was to gain an entrance to this carefully-guarded abode, describes it thus : " He received us, however,
321                            21rselle," and Balzac was not elected a member of the Assemblee Nationale.
